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Sixteenth Session of the Data Buoy Co-operation Panel

(Victoria, BC, Canada, 16-20 October 2000)


ANNOTATED PROVISIONAL AGENDA

A.  ORGANIZATIONAL COMPONENT

1.
ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

1.1.
OPENING OF THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL WORKSHOP

The Scientific and Technical Workshop with DBCP-XVI will be opened by the Chairman of the panel, Mr G. Brough, at 09.00 hours on Monday 16 October 2000, in the conference room of the Laurel Point Inn, in Victoria, BC, Canada. The workshop is expected to last until around mid-day on Tuesday 17 October, and will take place in English only.

1.2.
OPENING OF THE SESSION

The Sixteenth Session of the DBCP itself will be opened by the Chairman at 14.30 hours on Tuesday 17 October, at the same location. As decided by the panel, the working language of the session will be English only.

1.3.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The panel will be invited to adopt its agenda for the session on the basis of the Provisional Agenda given in document DBCP-XVI/1 prov.

1.4.
WORKING ARRANGEMENTS

Under this agenda item, the panel will be invited to decide on its working hours and other arrangements for the conduct of the session. The Secretariats will introduce the documentation.

B.  IMPLEMENTATION COMPONENT

2.
IMPLEMENTATION REPORTS

The panel will first be presented with the report by its technical co-ordinator. It then will be presented with reports by its action groups, viz the European Group on Ocean Stations (EGOS), the International Arctic Buoy Programme (IABP), the International Programme for Antarctic Buoys (IPAB), the International South Atlantic Buoy Programme (ISABP), the International Buoy Programme for the Indian Ocean (IBPIO), the Global Drifter Programme (GDP) and the Tropical Atmosphere Ocean (TAO) array Implementation Panel (TIP). The panel will then review brief reports on current and planned buoy programmes presented by the Panel Member countries, as well as a status report presented by the Argo Science Team. Finally, the Panel will review the work of its newly-established Evaluation Subgroup, and advise on future requirements for platform and instrument evaluations.

3.
REQUIREMENTS

The Panel will review global requirements for buoy data in support, in particular, of operational meteorology and oceanography, major research programmes including the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP), and the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS) - Global Climate Observing System (GCOS), on the basis of reports provided by these programmes. 

4.
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL WORKSHOP

Under this agenda item, the panel will review briefly the results of the preceding workshop and decide on the theme and structure for a similar workshop with DBCP-XVII.

5.
DATA AND INFORMATION EXCHANGE

The panel will review the reports by the Responsible National Oceanographic Data Centre (RNODC) for drifting buoys, operated by the Canadian Marine Environmental Data Service (MEDS) and the Specialized Oceanographic Centre (SOC) for drifting buoys, operated by Météo-France. The technical co-ordinator will further report on DBCP information exchange issues, including in particular the operation of the DBCP web server and the status of DBCP publications.

6.
TECHNICAL ISSUES

6.1.
QUALITY CONTROL

The technical co-ordinator will report on the continuing operation of the QC guidelines and seek advice on further actions in this field, as necessary.

6.2.
CODES


The technical coordinator and Secretariats will report on the status of code developments for distribution of buoy data (BUOY code on the one hand, BUFR and CREX codes on the other). The Panel will be invited to consider the CBS standpoint on the question and to advise on its future code policy accordingly.

6.3.
ARGOS SYSTEM

The panel will review the operation of the Argos system over the past 12 months, including in particular the GTS sub-system, and advise on requirements for further developments.

6.4.
NEW COMMUNICATION TECHNIQUES AND FACILITIES

The Vice-chairman, Mr D. Meldrum, and panel members will report on developments with new communication facilities over the past 12 months, including the results of trials with systems such as Orbcomm.

6.5 METADATA

A catalogue on metadata is being prepared by the JCOMM Sub-group on Marine Climatology. The panel will be presented with the latest developments in this field.

6.6 SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE BAROMETER DRIFTERS

The panel will be presented with a summary of actions taken as a follow-up of the requests and recommendations expressed at its previous session on this topic. It will be invited to advise on further actions, as necessary.

6.7 INTEGRATION OF DEPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES WITH SOOPIP AND ARGO

A proposal to reconsider all deployment opportunities in the context of the DBCP, SOOPIP and Argo will have been presented to the Second Transition Planning Meeting for JCOMM (JCOMMTRAN-II, Paris, June 2000) and will be submitted to the panel, together with the relevant output from JCOMMTRAN-II. The panel will be invited to advise on a future deployment strategy that would take into account all existing needs.

6.8.
OTHER TECHNICAL ISSUES

Under this agenda item, the panel may consider any other technical issues requiring international co-ordination or action.

7.
CO-ORDINATION AND REPORTING PROCEDURES

The panel will be presented with a report on the status of implementation of the Joint WMO/IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM), including the results of the Second Transition Planning Meeting for JCOMM (Paris, 14-16 June 2000). It will be invited to consider a procedure for its reporting to JCOMM-I (Iceland, 19-29 June 2001).

8.
NEW ACTION GROUPS

Proposals for formation of new regional or programmatic action groups of the panel will be considered under this agenda item.

C.  ADMINISTRATIVE COMPONENT

9.
REPORTS

The panel will be presented with reports by its Chairman and Vice-chairmen on their respective activities during the intersessional period, and plans and proposals for on-going or future activities. The Secretariats of IOC and WMO will also report on activities undertaken within both Organizations in support of the panel, as well as on decisions, if any, by their respective governing bodies with regard to the panel, during the intersessional period.

10.
FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

10.1.
FINANCIAL SITUATION

The statements of account for the funds being managed by WMO and IOC on behalf of the panel will be considered for approval.

10.2.
CONTRACTS

The contracts established for the employment and logistic support for the position of the technical co-ordinator will be considered for approval.

10.3.
FUTURE COMMITMENTS 

The panel will be invited to confirm existing arrangements for the employment and logistic support for the technical co-ordinator. Member countries will be invited to make forward commitments for the support of the technical co-ordinator's position on the basis of these arrangements in 2001-2002, as well as for funding other panel activities. The panel should establish a budget for 2001-2002 on the basis of these commitments and of expenditure estimates provided by the Secretariats.

10.4.
REVIEW OF THE TASKS OF THE TECHNICAL CO-ORDINATOR

Under this agenda item, the panel will review the technical co-ordinator's conditions of work as agreed by the panel. It will be invited to decide on the furtherance of the above arrangements, or otherwise.

D.  CONCLUDING COMPONENT

11.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ARGOS JTA

The panel will be invited to adopt a common position for buoy operators with regard to the forthcoming Argos Joint Tariff Agreement meeting.

12.
WORKPLAN

As agreed since its first session, the panel will be invited to review and update, as necessary, its operating procedures, as well as the overall workplan for itself and the technical co-ordinator.

13.
ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN AND THE VICE-CHAIRMEN OF THE PANEL

Under this agenda item, the panel will be invited to elect its chairman and vice-chairmen for the next intersessional period.

14.
DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION

The panel will decide on the dates and place of its sixteenth session.

15.
CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

The Sixteenth Session of the Data Buoy Co-operation panel is expected to close on Friday 20 October 2000.







