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1. 
ORGANISATION OF THE WORKSHOP AND MEETING (agenda item 1)

1.1
Opening of the workshop and meeting(agenda item 1.1)

1.1.1 The Chairperson of the ISABP started the workshop and meeting proceedings at 10:00 on Monday 23rd August 2003 in the auditorium of “Instituto De Estudos Do Mar Almirante Paulo Moreira” (IEAPM), Arraial do Cabo.
Mr. Dall'Antonia, on behalf of the Director of the National Meteorological Institute (INMET), welcomed all the participants and highlighted the necessity to increase the number of buoys in the South Atlantic, being that the data is very important for weather and climate forecast in support of human activities and, especially in agro business.

After that, as Chairman of the ISABP Steering Committee, Mr. Dall'Antonia welcomed again the participants and wished them all a profitable meeting.  He also introduced Rear Admiral Luiz Fernando Palmer Fonseca 
1.1.2
The workshop and meeting was officially opened by Rear Admiral Palmer.  He welcomed the group and expressed his pleasure in hosting the Xth  ISABP within the Institute as well as for having such a selected group of researchers on board. He wished the participants a profitable and successful work and invited them to visit the IEAPM and get acquainted with research activities and projects under development in any appropriate moment.

1.1.3.
Mr. Louis Vermaak, Programme Coordinator thanked the Real Admiral Palmer for his welcoming words and also thanked INMET and DHN for the organisation of the meeting and their hospitality.  He was sure that everybody would enjoy the workshop and meeting.  He also mentioned that this is his third visit to Brazil and that it is getting like a second home for him.
1.1.4
Representatives from DHN and IOC/UNESCO Rio GOOS office also addressed the meeting as contained in Annex 1.
1.2
Adoption of the workshop and meeting agenda (agenda item 1.2)

1.2.1
The agenda was adopted, Annex 2 
1.3
Working arrangements (agenda item 1.3)

1.3.1
The meeting agreed on its hours of work and other arrangements for the session.

2.
WORKSHOP (agenda item 2)


A  Technical Workshop was held on the 23rd and 24th August 2004 with the following presentations, which is covered in the abstracts – Annex 3
2.1
OCEANOP Project – An operational system for real-time meteo-oceanographic data monitoring in areas of oil exploration and production, in Campos Basin. Tupinambá, P.M., OceansatPEG

2.2
GOOS as an implementation mechanism for ocean observations in the South Atlantic. Trotte, J.R. DHN-IOC/UNESCO/GOOS Office

2.3
An overview of the ARGOS system. Vermaak, L., SAWS

2.4
The Brazilian National Buoy Program – PNBOIA. Soviero, A., DHN/CHM
2.5
Near real-time monitoring of PNBOIA drifters. Sato, O.T., IOUSP

2.6
Catarina: Extratropical cyclone or a hurricane?     Pinheiro, F.R., DHN/CHM
2.7
The PIRATA Brazil project. Nobre, P.,  CPTEC/INPE

2.8 Brazilian efforts towards a Lagrangian description of surface currents and eddies in the Southwestern South Atlantic. Souza, R.B., J.A. Lorenzzetti, M.M. Mata, C.A.E. Garcia & M.S. Dourado INPE/FURG

2.9
A real time coastal information program in Brazil.  Melo, E., UFSC

2.10
AWS and telecommunication system at São Pedro and São Paulo Archipelago. Dall´Antonia Jr., A., INMET

2.11
Comparisons between Eulerian and Lagrangian measurements in the SW South Atlantic. Assireu, A.T. & J.A. Lorenzzetti:  INPE 

2.12
Data Buoy and Severe Weather in Southeast Coast of Brazil – Catarina. Dall´Antonia Jr., A., Chatak A, INMET
3.
PROGRAMME DEVELOPMENTS
3.1 New developments 

The chairman mentioned new initiatives being developed on earth observations, which could require additional efforts and resources.  
The Group noted the need to remain fully informed of the Earth Observation Summit (EOS) and its “system of systems” initiative (GEOSS), and to ensure that ocean observing systems and related projects are developed in a mode that is compatible with the GEOSS 10-Year Implementation Plan. 

According to IOC Executive Council Resolution XXXVII-2, Annex 4, approved last June, GOOS is included as an essential component of GEOSS, with relevance of some of its core programmes such as IODE, ICAM etc.  It would be important to learn how joint IOC and WMO programmes such as DBCP and especially ISABP, would operate within the framework of the GEOSS.

The group acknowledged the existence of other initiatives and activities such as the Global Marine Assessment (GMA) and the IOC Advisory Board of Experts on the Law of the Sea (ABE-LOS), which could have an impact in ISABP/DBCP activities. 

It was agreed that advice on these matters should be requested from the DBCP.

The ISABP noted the new developments in the PIRATA/Brazil program with regards to its proposed extension into the southwest Atlantic. 
The group also welcomed the news on the future installation of two moored buoys by Argentina under Global Environmental Facility (GEF) funded project.    
4.
REPORTS
4.1
Chairman
Alaor Dall’ Antonia Jr, the chairman highlighted the establishment of the action group in 1993 and its achievements so far.  He also raised a concern on the possible impact the developments of GEOSS might have on the activities of the ISABP.  His full report is in Annex 5.

4.2 Programme Coordinator

Louis Vermaak,  Programme Coordinator presented his report for the intersession period, Annex 6. He highlighted the data coverage in the ISABP area and the gap that still exists off the West Coast of Africa.  During the intersession period 200 SVP drifters were deployed and 50 SVPB drifters and the majority was deployed by research vessels or ships of opportunity.  He also indicated the fixed stations that are maintained by Brazil, South Africa, Norway and UKMO.

4.3
DBCP.
The Programme Coordinator presented the DBCP report on behalf of the Technical Coordinator of the DBCP. The full report is on Annex 7
Some outcomes from the DBCP 23rd session were presented as well as the DBCP activities in the intersession period, which included individual countries activities.  An overview of the status of the global array of buoys was highlighted. Such status information is available via the JCOMMOPS web site at http://www.jcommops.org/.  The group was concerned on the statistics that are provided.  It does not reflect the deployment contributions by individual countries and their role in maintaining an effective array.  The DBCP Technical Coordinator is requested to consider including this statistics on the DBCP website.
5.
PRESENT ACTIVITIES AND FUTURE PLANS

5.1
Reports from participating countries, organisations and institutions 
Annex 8, is a summary of the participants’ present activities and future plans in 
support to the ISABP.  Argentina – Ariel Troisi,  Brazil – Alexandre Soviero,  GDP – Louis Vermaak(on behalf of Craig Engler) and South Africa Weather Service – Louis Vermaak.
The National Programs explained their deployments during 2003/2004, successes and constraints, as well as their planned deployments for 2004/2005.
5.2        Listing of possible contributions to the programme
Institutions provided their lists of contributions in the form of deployment opportunities, storage and quality control of data,   Annex 9 

5.3       LUT’S
South African Weather Service will continue to maintain the LUT’s on Gough and Marion Islands and there is currently an action to get independent communications on the Islands so that the TIP data can be sent directly to Service Argos for processing.  The UKMO is also busy sorting out the communication problems on Malvinas/Falklands to ensure the TIP data is sent to Argos.    

The use of INPE LUT’s in Brazil was discussed in detail and it was felt that they could play a bigger role in providing more real-time data.   The group was of the opinion that the could address the ground station coverage in the South Atlantic and the data availability and timeliness.  
The Steering Committee is recommending to the DBCP that JTA consider discussing this matter with INPE.  
5.4
Data quality control
The Programme Coordinator gave some examples of quality control tools that are available on the Meteo-France and MEDS websites - http://www.meteo.shom.fr and http://www.meds-sdmm.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/meds/Prog Int/RNODC e.html,  Annex 10.
He also encouraged participants to make use of these tools to ensure good quality data and to inform buoy owners via the Buoy QC facilities on the JCOMMOPS website.

The group considered important that QC software systems already in use within DBCP are made available to institutions and individual programs to assist in the quality control of data. 

The group is recommending to DBCP to enhance capacity building in quality control in the region.

5.5
Participation by other countries
The group raised the need to extend benefits for participating in the ISABP to other countries in addition to Brazil, Argentina, South Africa and the USA.  It was suggested that a different strategy should be considered as a means of promoting the program. 
It was suggested that the GOOS Africa and Regional Ocean Observing and Forecasting System for  Africa (ROOFS) coordinators should be contacted as to attract the attention of African countries, towards ISABP.  
Likewise the IOC/UNESCO GOOS office in Rio could do the same for South American countries, as well as investigating the possibility of getting extra support to hold ISABP meetings.
5.6        Upgrade of ISABP website
Recommend DBCP to seek approval from IOC/UNESCO to enhance the support already given to the regional web page, presently charged to the IOC/UNESCO Rio GOOS Office (http://goos.io.usp.br) , so as to assist in the maintenance and development of the ISABP web page.

6.
DISCUSSION ON THE VALUE OF THE WORKSHOP

Appreciation was given to João Lorenzzetti for organizing and facilitating the technical session. Participants agreed that the technical/scientific workshop had great value and that there was a variety of papers presented.  This is an ideal opportunity to acknowledge scientists in the use of buoy data.  It was noticeable that several papers this year covered the severe weather event “Catarina” that hit southern Brazil in 26th March 2004, highlighting the need of oceanic in-situ barometric data for severe weather forecasting/warning in support of disaster mitigation.

It was also suggested that future technical workshops could include a call for papers dealing  with scientific and operational applications, quality control and new developments.
The workshop discussed the proposed extension of the PIRATA/Brazil array into the ISABP area.  The group acknowledge the initiative and recognized the benefits of mutual cooperation and collaboration between the two programs.

7.
REPORT BACK ON TASKS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Participants reported back on their respective responsibilities during the intersession period, Annex 11..
8.
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
8.1 Election of Steering Committee

The following members were elected:

Chairman

Ariel Troisi

Vice Chairman

Alaor Dall’ Antonia Jr

Members

Elizabeth Horton




Craig Engler




Fernando Alberto Gomes da Costa

The Steering Committee and the meeting expressed their sincere appreciation for the excellent work of our outgoing Chairman Alaor Dall’Antonia Jr, during the previous intersession periods. 

8.2 Appointment of Programme Coordinator

Louis Vermaak was re-appointed as Programme Coordinator

8.3 Revisit the objectives and operating principles

They were reviewed and remain unchanged. The intersession period will be used to re-analyse the objectives and principles and eventual changes will be proposed at the 11th ISABP meeting.      

9.
LISTING OF TASKS AND RESPONSIBILITIES TO BE ATTENDED TO DURING THE INTERSESSION PERIOD 


Tasks and responsibilities were allocated for the intersession period, Annex 12.

10.
DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING


Argentina offered to host the 11th ISABP meeting in Buenos Aires, tentatively in May 2006.

11.
ADOPTION OF MEETING REPORT 
The draft report, including its annexes was reviewed and adopted.
12.
CLOSURE OF MEETING.

The Chairman thanked every person who participated in the meeting and especially the support staff.  Their assistance and hospitality was greatly appreciated.  The meeting was closed at 12:00 on Thursday 26th August 2004.     

